The general reduction of armaments must em/brace all
countries, and must apply to every type of armament. Only
in that case will it attain its purpose.
The opinion was expressed at the General Assembly
that -the initiative of the Soviet Union in the question of
reducing armaments was appropriate, because of its mighty
armies. Well, the Soviet Union did create a mighty army,
when this was necessary to defend its national honour
and liberty, and when it was required by the interests of
all the freedom-loving peoples which had fallen victim to
fascist aggression. But when the forces of aggression were
routed, and peace restored, the situation changed. That is
why the Soviet Government, devoted to the interests of peace
and friendship among the peoples, has taken the initia-
tive in raising the question of a> general reduction of arma-
ments.
This involves, first of all, the reduction of armies, whose
size must be cut now that peace has set in. It involves
also the reduction of naval and air arms, whose dimen-
sions today are in some cases entirely out of keeping with
peacetime conditions. It will foe a good thing if the Powers
owning the greatest naval and air forces follow the same
course as the Soviet Union, and evince an a'Ctivc concern
for the reduction of annameints.
The problem of armament reduction, of course, em-
braces also the question- of technical means of warfare.
That is why the question is put as that of a general reduc-
tion of armaments, and not merely as that of a reduction
in the personnel of the armed forces. It should be clear to
all that the problem of reducing armaments is not confined
to the personnel of armies and navies, but includes also
the question of war materials, the question of technical
means of warfare, some of which must foe subjected to
limitation, and others to direct prohibition.
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